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negative operation. They do not give rights to A, but thry make a differ-
ence in favour of A by taking away the ri^ht of B, and consequently are
instruments of injustice.
.But charters and corporations have a more extensive evil effect than
what relates merely to elections. They are sources of endless contentions
in the places where they exist, and they lessen the common lights of na-
tional society. A native of Kn^hmd, under the opetation of these charters
and corporations, cannot he said to be an Kutflishwan in the full sense of
the word. He is not free of the Nation in the same manner that a French-
man is free of France, and an American of America, His rights are cir-
cumscribed to the town, and in some cases to the parish of his birth; and
all other parts, though in his native hind, are to him as a foreign country.
To acquire a residence in these he wast undergo a local naturalization
by purchase, or he is forbidden or expelled the place. This species of
feudality is kept up to aggrandize the corporations at the ruin of towns;
and the effect is visible.
The generality of corporation towns are in a state of solitary decay,
and prevented from further ruin only by some circumstance in their situ-
ation, such as a navigable river, or a plentiful surrounding country. As
population is one of the chief sources of wealth (for without it land itself
has no value), everything which operates to prevent it must lessen the
value of property; and as corporations have not only this tendency, but
directly this effect, they cannot be but injurious. If any policy were to be
followed, instead of that of general freedom to every person to settle
where he choose (as in France or America) it would 1m more tou;4,stent
to give encouragement to new comers than to preclude their admission by
exacting premiums from them.
The persons most immediately interested in the abolition of eor|x>ra-
tions are the inhabitants of the towns where corporations are er.tabli'ihed,
The instances of Manchester, Birmingham, and SheiYieM shew, by con-
trast, the injury which those Gothic institutions are to property and com-
merce. A few examples may be found,,such ;us that of London, whose natu-
ral and commercial advantages, owing to it.s situation ou the Thames, Ls
capable of bearing up against the political evils of a corporation; but in
almost all other cases the fatality is t<x> visible to be doubted or denied.
Though the whole Nation is not so directly affected by the depression
of property in corporation towns as the inhabitants themselves, it par-
takes of the consequence. By lessening the value of property, tin* quantity
of national commerce is curtailed. Every man Ls a customer in proportion
to his ability; and as all parts of the Nation trade with each other, what-